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In my opinion...




In My Opinion… Jewellery with a Message
Since times immemorial jewellery has carried a load of meanings. It is an ornament of the body and dress, investment, an expression of emotions–from beautiful to aggressively destructive ones–it is information for the viewer and the historian, a topic of study for the archaeologist and psychologist, an object created by the master and the amateur, a prop of the artist and kabbalist, a symbol of power and mourning, a political and religious manifesto, an object of beauty or kitsch. It has always accompanied people. 
Nowadays, the notion of jewellery gets defined particularly often. A lot of adjectives is used to describe it. It is artistic, conceptual, serial, historical, noble, minimalist, prehistoric, recyclable, virtual, post-something, trendy and passé, classic and modern, individual and commercial…
So what is it like today, here and now? What is it like in Poland? What is it like in Europe? It is various. But it rarely conveys the quality which could be termed as a narrative understood as a clear commentary, protest, negation, acclaim or question. Today jewellery “looks”, is “designer” or “branded” but it no longer sends signals (well, maybe except for devotional articles). It merges with the owner and her/his staffage; it is of little importance.
On social network sites or in private conversations we talk on various topics: social, political, medical, ecological, etc. To make these opinions less transitory, we invited goldsmiths, artists and artisans alike, to perpetuate them through goldsmithing techniques, to express them through jewellery or objects – in other words, to enrich form with a narrative or with a clear commentary. However, to avoid the trap of making the exhibition too simplified, we stipulated that references to any religion or its forms or celebration be banned.
The idea of this exhibition was born in the course of numerous conversations in Sandomierz, at the Open Gallery run by Mariusz Pajączkowski. Michał Gradowski and Prof. Irena Huml, both outstanding specialists in the field of goldsmithery, were very supportive. 
The idea has evolved for quite a long time, the final impulse having come from Andrzej Sadowski, the organizer of the Jubinale fair in Kraków, who convinced us to make a show during the June 2018 meeting of artists goldsmiths. Andrzej Pacak offered his support and exhibition space at the Magan Gallery in London, whereas Marek Nowaczyk, the “biological” father of the jewellery festival in Legnica (www.silver.legnica.pl), offered his help, knowledge and experience.
The invitation to participate in the exhibition was sent round to all communities and professions dealing with goldsmithing: schools and academies, artists and craftsmen, guilds and people for whom goldsmithing is only a hobby. It was interesting to see the feedback: we got works from professors of fine arts academies (Prof. Andrzej Szadkowski and Prof. Andrzej Boss), but also pupils of the secondary school of fine arts in Katowice, who specialise in goldsmithery (Oliwia Zembaty, Miłosz Bukowski), leading Polish artist goldsmiths (Jacek Byczewski, Piotr Cieciura, Zofia and Witold Kozubski), as well as craftsmen (Tadeusz Jaśkowiak, Maciej Pietrzkiewicz). Soon, first artists from Great Britain, Belgium, Norway and Israel joined us. The artists represent a very differentiated group as far as their age and environment are concerned – it is one of the elements that make this set of works attractive.
In my opinion… is a completely different exhibition than the ones that can be usually seen in galleries, where the content is irrelevant and the form is of paramount importance. Here, the artists use jewellery or goldsmithng objects as a means of expressing their opinion about various topics, such as politics or interpersonal relations, on the issues which make them glad or sad, which delight or irritate them. There are reflections on present-day Poland and Europe, but also on ghosts which we do not want to see. And, most importantly, this narration does not impoverish the form; these pieces are often very pure and noble, though sometimes artists could not resist the temptation to expand their works too much.
We assumed that the piece of jewellery or object should convey a clear message. That is why all works have a title. The title cannot be ambiguous and it must arise from within the work, but if the artists suspect their mental shortcut may not be quite legible, they can add a text or visualisation. It makes the intentions and feelings expressed in the works very clear. Perhaps they will evoke anger, perhaps they will meet with approval? This was the aim that the organizers which in addition to having an interesting form conveys meaning and evokes emotions.
1. KRAKOW
The first meeting with the viewers took place in Kraków during the Jubinale Fair 2018. The exhibition contained all submitted works; we decided postpone the selection until next shows. Since the Fair is mainly for the representatives of the goldsmithing trade, the views and advice of the visitors were particularly important for the curators. We are grateful to them for their opinions. Gradually, the initial tension lessened. The idea of the project, the pieces and the arrangement of the display were generally liked and received very positive comments. On the eve of and even during the show several new artists joined the exhibition, and several others decided to send their “utterances” for the next meeting.
In Kraków we also launched a catalogue prepared specially for the start of the project. Andrzej Sadowski and his PB-Group team (www.pb-group.eu) invested a lot of work in it, but thanks to them the catalogue was a success. The fact that we could print it in a large format (A4 horizontally) and in 2000 copies is due to our friends, who supported it by publishing their ads. It is enough to leaf through the book to find the list of people and companies that supported our project. Here again we would like to thanks our Sponsors. Without them, it would not be possible to prepare such a catalogue of good quality
2. KAZIMIERZ DOLNY
Another meeting took place at the Muzeum of Goldsmithery in Kazimierz Dolny on the 29th of July – the 30th of August 2018. As we announced, the pieces, which did not fulfill the requirements of the “exhibition with a message” were eliminated. But new works arrived. Some artists supplemented their “utterances” with new works. There appeared first pieces created as comments on the works shown earlier. Now there were more than 50 participants and more than 130 works.
This exhibition received a different reception. Its beginning was correlated with the beginning of the 12th Film and Art Festival “Two Riversides.” Kazimierz was teeming with visitors interested in various fields of art, and they gave the tone to the comments that fell on the display cases. Many people were surprised that a piece of jewellery or an object could carry a message. It was so nice to hear the words complimenting artists and their works. During and after the opening, until the evening ended, the content of the display cases provoked interesting conversations. Quite often people, weary of the heat outside, left the exhibition full of new energy and emotions. Such a reaction was really rewarding for the artists. Yes, nobody could be bored there. The visitors spent a long time in the museum rooms, absorbed by the works, which stirred up reflections and emotions.
On the occasion of this exhibition, a booklet supplementing the Kraków catalogue was printed. This booklet was the first from the series of supplements showing works, which were included in the exhibition after the first show, and which will be all included in the final catalogue published at the close of the project
3. GDANSK
In the Gallery of the International Amber Association, the works were shown in display cabinets owned by the gallery. There was just enough room to display all works. But it was obvious that 10 IKEA-type cabinets are not enough to accommodate any future exhibitions.
For the first time, the coordinators could arrange the show around several dominant topics. Artists more and more often enter pieces commenting (directly or indirectly) the works already in the exhibition. There emerge some really interesting storylines.
The opening was an occasion for a wonderful meeting with the Gdańsk audience. We want to thank all visitors for their presence and opinions. They made us realize that the exhibition was an important event. Us, i.e. goldsmiths who say what they want to say without beating around the bush. For the exhibition, we printed another booklet - „Supplement No 2”. It was also a day of surprising propositions. We were asking ourselves: Is the exhibition really going to visit Peking? Will Lithuanian people see our works? Will the exhibition return to Gdańsk in two years’ time to be shown in the new premisses of the Amber Museum? Time will tell.
4. WARSAW

On the 4th-6th of October, the fourth meeting of artists and their “jewelry with a message” with visitors took place. This time at the Warsaw GOLD EXPO fair. During these three days so much happened that we can give only a brief summary: THIS PROJECT REALLY MOVES. Thank you for your feedback, thank you for your kind words, thank you for new invitations :-) But how can we be everywhere? Munich? Barcelona? Legnica? Lisbon? Szczecin? For this exhibition, the 3rd supplement to the catalogue was printed. This time without images, instead, there were translations of all texts from the catalogue and two previous booklets. Seeing that the next show was scheduled for London, we simply needed English versions. Moreover, the translation would come in handy as the project received invitations from many places abroad. We decided that starting with the next exhibition, all booklets supplementing the initial catalogue would be bilingual.
Here, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Anna Rojkowska, who undertook a huge and difficult task of translating all texts and titles into English. It was not easy! So often the play on words and linguistic association of Polish artists were a real challenge, but she fought valliantly, aided by Marek Nowaczyk. Now, due to their co-operation, there is an English booklet with texts and the English-language site of the project www.in-my-opinion.info.
The coordinators also extend their thanks to Cezary Grad and Tomasz Kołodziejski for financing the printing of the booklet, as well as for their help and impulse to make the project truly international. Their company, Walcownia Metali s.c., has sponsored the project since its inception.
5. LONDON
Right after the Gold Expo Fair in Warsaw, we started getting ready for the first exhibition abroad. On the 25th of October, we met at the opening at the Magan Gallery. It was a very pleasant evening. Many thanks to the hosts: Gosia Ołdakowska-Pacak and Andrzej Pacak for the first-rate opening ceremony. Many people arrived, the wine was excellent, the food was praised by everyone, there was very good energy all around. A lot of artists joined the project just before the London show: Alain Roggeman (Belgium), Daniella Saraya (Israel), Fabrizio Tridenti (Italy), Enrica Prazzoli (Italy), Felicity Peters (Australia), Lieta Marziali (Great Britain), Mariusz Deka (Polska), Lill Yildiz Yalcin (Norway), Susan Wainwright (Great Britain), Velvet Hart (Great Britain), Iwona Grabowska (Poland), Tim Carson (Great Britain), while others added new works to the ones they showed in earlier exhibitions (Zofia and Witold Kozubski, Victoria Bramin, Wojciech Rygalo, Hanna Urbanska and Mariusz Pajaczkowski). Those participants who could not come in person, certainly were with us in spirit and emotions, but among those who could and did come to spend the evening with us at the gallery there were: Lieta Marziali, Anthony Wong, Elżbieta Chojak-Mysko Lynne Bartlett (Association for Contemporary Jewellery) Victoria Bramin and Oliwia Zembaty, to mention just a few. Gosia Prochal (editorial director of Radio Star) conducted a long interview for the radio. London newspapers also mentioned the exhibition. 
Gosia Oldakowski-Pacak and Andrzej Pacak, appreciating the exhibition, decided to organize a second meeting (on the 26th of October) to give a chance to those who had no opportunity to come to the opening. According to the hosts' account - it was also a success.
6. PEKING
At the invitation of the organizers of the China International Jewellery Fair on the 13th-17th of December 2018, part of the works from project „In My Opinion…” was shown at a special exhibition in Pavilion 5 - Chinese Designers Gallery. The invitation to Peking was extended in September 2018, at the opening of the exhibition “In MY Opinion…” at the Gallery of the International Amber Association in Gdańsk. The Chinese side selected works that contained a message intelligible to their audience. Deciding that it is better to show a part of the project than nothing, we gave our consent.
In the China exhibition there were shown 21 works or sets of works by Polish artists and 8 by artists from abroad, who had just joined the project at the exhibition at the Magan Gallery in London. Thus, for the Peking audience, it was an international project, although created in Poland.
During the five days of the Fair, the exhibition was visited by over 1,500 people, including students of Peking art academies along with their professors. Perhaps Chinese designers will join us for the next shows. Although there is a certain difficulty here. Chinese designers work mainly in precious metals and precious stones, often of considerable value. The fact that the organizers cannot afford to insure works turned out to be a serious obstacle. However, the meeting of two such different worlds of jewellery was certainly a strong experience for both sides. It would not be possible without the personal involvement of Andrzej Sadowski (www.pb-group.eu) and Michał Kosior (www.amber.org.pl). Thank you!
7. LEGNICA
Simultaneously with the Peking exhibition, another part of the project, especially pieces with a clear message about the current situation in Poland, were shown at the Art Gallery in Legnica in their interdisciplinary exhibition „The Shades of White and Red” (December 14, 2018 - January 6, 2019). Initially, the gallery did not plan to include jewellery or objects. However, in appreciation of the artists and their messages, the organizers decided to invite them to participate in the exhibition. So, finally, the works from „In My Opinion…” at the same time paid a visit to two important places, were shown at two important places simultaneously].
8. WARSAW
On the 17th of January 2019, we met at the Maryla Dubiel Gallery to discuss once again about how to express our personal opinion and emotions in the form of jewellery. And, naturally, to confront our ideas about this method of communication with the recipient. As coordinators and curators of this project, we must say that with each exhibition we broaden our experience. It is important because the project and subsequent exhibitions teach us in what way, if at all, jewellery can carry information. For the opening of the show the 4th Supplement to the catalogue was printed, with works shown for the first time on the occasion of the exhibition at the Magan Gallery and Galeria Dubiel. For the first time it was bilingual. We want to thank Anna Rojkowska for her translations.
We are grateful to Maryla Dubiel for invitating the project to her gallery. We would like to thank her team for help in the preparation of the exhibition, for the opening ceremony and the wonderful atmosphere of the evening. The opening fell at a rather special time, at a moment of emotion connected with the participation of many guests in demonstration against evil things happening in Poland; at the gallery, we also had an opportunity of talking about emotions, discussing the displayed messages. We felt that some of the pieces, as if prophetically, conveyed disagreement to what is happening among people – in Poland, Europe and in the world. The exhibition was open until the 4th of February 2019.
9. POZNAŃ
On the 2nd of April 2019 at the YES Gallery in Poznań we started getting ready for the 9th meeting of goldsmiths with their audience. The planned exhibition was so big that we used all the display cases owned by the gallery and, additionally, six of our own, which we had the foresight to bring with us.
Each new space requires a new arrangement. Ecology, politics, health, pieces expressing social engagement, protest against evil in the world – these are only a few of the categories of topics brought up by the participants. The coordinators and organizers are responsible for making the message of the exhibition whole clear for the visitors, and to present the works according to the intention of the artists. We hope that we succeeded in showing the variety of topics and emotions.
New works were submitted, new artists joined the project.
A lot of time was consumed by the translation of the texts, descriptions of pieces and titles into English. We want to thank our translator Anna Rojkowska. Now even the people who do not know Polish are able to read the exhibition properly. The 5th Supplement was published.
On the 4th of April 2019 at 7 p.m. the meeting at the YES Gallery started. The opening… somehow could not terminate. We said our goodbyes a few minutes before midnight. There were many interesting conversations between artists and visitors. Some of the artists came from far away. To spend with us a few hours, Joanna Wajnikonis travelled more than 1000 km, from around Rzeszów, Wojtek Rygało more than 700 km, Andrzej Pacak flew from London. We want to thank all people who came to the opening for their presence. And for their opinions. It was nice to hear that the project was different than typical exhibitions of goldsmithery, that there was perceptible freedom of expression, that people want such shows, that it was one of the most interesting exhibitions of the last years because it opens a new prospect for the artists, because the works are not judged by a jury, only by the public. Because it communicates a clear message, because due to the title and the accompanying text it can express so much. Because it respects the viewer.
10. KRAKOW
The participants of the project „In My Opinion… Jewellery With a Message” take the floor for the tenth time. But second time in Kraków, during the Jubinale Fair. In the same place where a year ago we started our artistic discussion. This year was rich in events. On the site of the project www.moimzdaniem.info  (www.in-my-opinion.info)  you can find a lot of information and documentary photos. Taking the opportunity of the 6th Supplement of the catalogue being just off the press, we want to attempt a short summary.
It turns out that is not easy to build a message using the medium of goldsmithing. Many artists, accustomed to the ambiguity and understatement of today's verbal message, find a personal three-dimensional commentary a difficult task. Some works carry an obvious and clear message, but there are also such as express the artist’s attitude towards the chosen subject much less clearly. A title, attached text or visualization are helpful. But sometimes despite them the message is not quite clear. Cannot we, people of the 21st century, express ourselves clearly? But we are all learning. The co-ordinators as well as the artists. There are more meetings and exhibitions ahead of us. We hope that with the passage of time the goal of the project, which is a clear construction of the message, will be much closer. 
We would like to thank fellow artists for numerous responses. And to encourage those who are still hesitating. We are also waiting for your opinion or comment. Here there is no room for shyness, but there is room for you! It is not too late to join the project, there are still a lot of interesting events ahead. From the 5th of July, the exhibition will be shown at the District Museum in Sandomierz. Quite possibly, over thirty thousand visitors will see it during the holidays. For October is scheduled an exhibition in Legnica, which will coincide with the celebrations of forty years of Legnica jewellery festival. We hope that for this exhibition there will join us new artists goldsmiths from Europe, and not only Europe. On this occasion, we are planning to release the 7th Supplement. And after Legnica? Maybe Munich, maybe Porto or Barcelona, certainly other Polish museums. We can already announce that in summer next year a meeting at the Regional Museum in Konin will be held.
Finally, there will come the time for the publication of the final catalogue. We do not know the exact date yet, but we know that it will include more than two hundred images, descriptions, photos from exhibitions, and a text summarising the project. 
Let us remind you: jewellers, artisans, and designers, students and professors professional artists and amateurs – is short, anyone who is active in the field of goldsmithery can participate in the project. Anyone who desires to present his opinion about an issue important for him and who feels that he is able to express his message clearly through goldsmithing techniques.
Visit our English language website at www.in-my-opinion.info and FB www.facebook.com/wystawamoimzdaniem. Most important! Artists goldsmiths, please, join our discussion.
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